
  
 

 

““SSppiirriitt  OOff  AAmmeerriiccaa””  
 

A Standard Patriotic Flower Show 
 

Presented by  

The Garden Club of St. Petersburg, Inc. 

 

 
 

A Member of District VIII  

of the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc., 

Deep South Region 

and 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

 
Held in co-operation with the  

Garden Club of St. Petersburg, Inc. and 

City of St. Petersburg Parks and Recreation Department 

  
Staged at 

GREEN THUMB FESTIVAL 

Walter Fuller Park Community Center 

7891 26
th

 Avenue North 

St. Petersburg, Florida  33710 

 

 
April 27-28, 2012 …9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Closing Ceremony, April 28 … 3:00 PM 

 

Open to the Public         FREE ADMISSION 

 



2 

 

 

G.C.S.P FLOWER SHOW 2012 COMMITTEE 

 
 

G.C.S.P President    Mary Frances Lawrie 

Flower Show Chairman    Jill Anderson  

Awards      Pat Eckert 

Awards Reception    Joan Rucksdashel & Anne Ellis 

Classification  

 Division I - Design    Carol Lucia  

 Division II - Horticulture   Bonnie Bowen & JoAnn Henderson 

 Division III – Special Exhibits  Rose Vickers 

Clerks      Joanne Keohane    

Dismantling     Vicki Hyatt 

Entries  

  Design & Special Exhibits   Consultants 

  Horticulture     Pat Strawn 

Entry Cards for Design     

Horticulture Chairman    Pat Strawn 

Hostesses     Alice Mullen 

Internet Liaison     Gail Carlson  

Judges      Carol Lucia 

Judges Hospitality    Bea Rahter 

Judges Gifts     Carol Lucia 

Placement - Horticulture   Bonnie Bowen & JoAnn Henderson 

Photography     Jan Ankerberg & Judy Zimmerman 

Publicity     Carol Moore & Green Thumb Festival,  

       St. Petersburg Parks Dept. 

Schedule     Jill Anderson & Pat Strawn 

Set-Up      Flower Show Committee 

Signage & Name Tags    Jill Anderson 

Staging      Show Committee 

Tee Shirts     Shannon Huet 

Tabulation     Joanne Keohane 

Treasurer     Bonnie Bowen 

Trophies      Alice Keator 

Volunteer Hospitality Area        Jan Coleman  

 

Contact Information     

  G.C.S.P.            727-381-8920 

  Jill Anderson 

  8014 12
th

 Avenue S., St. Petersburg, FL 33707 

  jillandersn@aol.com or home 727-347-8848, cell 727-798-1970 

        

 

 

The Flower Show schedule may be found on the Internet at: 

http://gardenclubstpetersburg.org & http://floridadistrictviii.com 

mailto:jillandersn@aol.com
http://gardenclubstpetersburg.org/
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“America the Beautiful” 

"America the Beautiful" has been called "an expression of patriotism at its finest." It conveys an attitude of appreciation 

and gratitude for the nation's extraordinary physical beauty and abundance, without triumphalism. 

The lyrics were written by Katharine Lee Bates and the music composed  

by church organist and choirmaster Samuel A. Ward. 

 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 

For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties 

Above the fruited plain! 

America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet 

Whose stern impassion'd stress 

A thoroughfare for freedom beat 

Across the wilderness. 

America! America! 

God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 

Confirm thy soul in self-control, 

Thy liberty in law. 

O beautiful for heroes prov'd 

In liberating strife, 

Who more than self their country lov'd, 

And mercy more than life. 

America! America! 

May God thy gold refine 

Till all success be nobleness, 

And ev'ry gain divine. 

O beautiful for patriot dream 

That sees beyond the years 

Thine alabaster cities gleam 

Undimmed by human tears. 

America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea.

 

 
 

 THE STATUE OF LIBERTY is a symbol that stands for an idea. The Statue of Liberty stands in Upper 
New York Bay, a universal symbol of freedom. Originally conceived as an emblem of the friendship between the 
people of France and the U.S. and a sign of their mutual desire for liberty. Over the years the Statue has 
becomemuch more. It is the Mother of Exiles, greeting millions of immigrants and embodying hope and 
opportunity for those seeking a better life in America. It stirs the desire for freedom in people all over the world. It 
represents the United States itself. 

Fun Facts About Lady Liberty 
 Sculptor Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi designed the Statue of Liberty as a gesture of friendship between France and 

the U.S. He completed the statue in 1884 and it was dedicated in October 1886. 

 What makes the Statue of Liberty green? Give credit to the copper sheeting, which naturally oxidized over time to 

create the patina, which protects Lady Liberty from wind and wear. 

 From the ground to the tip of her torch, the statue of Liberty is 305 feet and one inch. 

 The length of her hand is 16 feet, five inches. 

 Her index finger is eight feet. 

 The width of her head is 10 feet. 

 The width of one of her eyes is two feet, six inches. 

 The length of her nose is four feet, six inches. 

 And yes, her bust is a perfect 36 – feet!                 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katharine_Lee_Bates
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_A._Ward
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GENERAL RULES 
 

1. THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS, 2007 edition with corrections, National Garden Clubs, 

Inc., shall be used by exhibitors and judges as an authority. 

2. All Classes are open to any member of the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.   

Non-members may enter no more than five (5) horticultural exhibits. 

3. There must be an emphasis on fresh plant material.  No artificial plant material in any division.  

4. Design Entries may be placed on Thursday, April 26, 2012, from 1:00pm until 4:00pm and Friday, April 

27, from 9:00am to 10:00am.   

5. Horticulture Entries will be received on Thursday, April 26, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.  ONLY Arboreal 

exhibits will be received on Friday, April 27, from 9:00am to 10:00am. 

6. All Exhibitors must leave the show area by 11:00am on Friday, April 27. 

7. It is the obligation of the classification chairmen to check for conformity to the schedule. 

8. Judging will be on Friday, April 27, at 1:00 pm.  Only required personnel will be permitted in the flower 

show area during judging.  Show Chairman to be present during judging.  The decisions of the judges 

are final.  Awards may be withheld if not merited. 

9. The Flower Show will be open to the public on Saturday, April 28, from 9:00am to 4:00pm, and on 

Sunday, April 29, from 9:00am to 3:00pm.   

10. Awards Ceremony will be held Sunday, April 29 at 3:00pm.  NO design or horticulture may be 

removed before the awards ceremony is concluded. Exhibitors MUST remove all designs and 

horticulture specimens promptly after the Closing Ceremony.  Any remaining entries will be disposed of 

without notification. 

11. The American flag and all other national flags must be displayed in a respectful manner.  In order 

not to offend, American and other national flags may not be incorporated into any competitive 

designs, nor be used as underlays, swags, or the like. 

12. No solicitation materials may be included in any exhibits 

13. The Flower Show Committee will take all possible care to protect the exhibitor’s property.  It cannot be 

held liable for any loss or damage. 

 

 
THE STANDARD SYSTEM OF AWARDING WILL BE  

USED FOR ALL COMPETITIVE JUDGING 

The National Garden Clubs Standard System  

of Awarding will be used. 

Only one first (Blue), one second (Red), and one third (Yellow) ribbon  

may be awarded in each class.  Honorable Mention (White) ribbons  

may be given other meritorious exhibits.  

First Place must score 90 or above 

Second Place must score 85 or above 

Third Place must score 80 or above 

Honorable Mention must score 75 or above. 
 

 

THE PURPOSE OF A STANDARD FLOWER SHOW IS:  

To educate club members and viewing public,  

to stimulate interest in horticulture,  

to provide an outlet for creative expression,  

and to convey to the community  

the objectives of National Garden Clubs, Inc.  
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NGC TOP EXHIBITOR AWARDS 

Handbook pgs. 41-53 

DIVISION I - DESIGN 

TRICOLOR AWARD in Section A. 

Rosette of Red, Blue, and Yellow Ribbons 

DESIGNER’S CHOICE AWARD in Section B. 

Rosette of Purple Ribbons  

PETITE AWARD in Section C. 

Small Rosette of Blue and White Ribbons 

TABLE ARTISTRY AWARD in Section D. 

Rosette of Burgundy Ribbons 

AWARD OF DESIGN EXCELLENCE 

Rosette of Gold Ribbons 

 

 

DIVISION II - HORTICULTURE 

AWARDS OF MERIT 

Rosette of Orange Ribbons 

Section A. Orchidaceae -Orchids  

Section B. Bromeliaceae – Bromeliad, Blooming or with 

Colorful Bracts 

Section C. Bromeliaceae – Bromeliad, Non-Blooming 

Section F. Cacti and Succulents 

Section H. Gesneriaceae- African Violets 

ARBORIAL AWARD 

Rosette of Green Ribbons in Two Shades 

Section I. Cut Specimens of Trees & Shrubs 

GROWERS’ CHOICE AWARDS 

Rosette of Dark Green Ribbons 

Section D. Container Grown Plants, Flowering 
Section E. Container Grown Plants, Foliage 

Section G. Multiple & Unusual Plantings 

AWARD OF HORTICULTURE EXCELLENCE 

Rosette of Green, Orange, and Blue Ribbons 

 
DIVISION III - SPECIAL EXHIBITS 

EDUCATIONAL TOP EXHIBITOR AWARD 

Rosette of Brown and White Ribbons 

 

 

ADDITIONAL NGC AWARDS 
Handbook pg. 53 

ARTISTIC CRAFT AWARD  
Div. III, Section A. 

Rosette of Navy Ribbons with Gold Lettering 

 

YOUTH TOP EXHIBITOR AWARD  
Div. III, Section C. 

Rosette of Red, White and Blue Ribbons 

 

 

 

 

GARDEN CLUB OF ST. PETERSBURG AWARD   
Div II, Sec. J., Hanging Plants, Flowering 

Rosette of Three Red Ribbons 

PRESIDENT’S AWARD   
Div II, Sec. K.., Hanging Plants, Foliage 

Rosette of Three Red Ribbons 

 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD IN DESIGN PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD IN HORTICULTURE

Favorite Design by the ballot vote of show visitors Favorite Plant by the ballot vote of show visitors

 

 

 

THE DORIS CZERWONKA NOVICE AWARD  

Entrant must not have been previously awarded a design division blue ribbon in a Standard Flower Show. 

Div I, Sec. E., Class 13.  Novice Design     
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DDIIVVIISSIIOONN  II  --  DDEESSIIGGNN  

    “SWEET LAND OF LIBERTY” 

 
SECTION A.     “OUR NATIONAL PARKS” 
    

The United States has 58 protected areas known as national parks, which are operated by the National Park Service, an 

agency of the Department of the Interior. The first national park, Yellowstone, was signed into law by President Ulysses 

S. Grant in 1872.  Twenty-seven states have national parks, as do American Samoa and the United States Virgin Islands. 

Eligible for the Tricolor Award. 

All plant materials must be fresh.  

 Staging background is black 

 

DESIGN CONSULTANT: Bessie Morris  trophy540@runbox.com    727-215-6666 

Class 1.   “Yellowstone National Park” spans Wyoming, Montana and Idaho.  It was the first national park in the world 

with vast geothermal areas such as hot springs and geysers, the best-known being Old Faithful. 
Creative Design that incorporates or uses a recycled item in the design.  Staged in front of a freestanding background 

panel 32” wide x 48” high on one half of 6’ table, 30”deep with black floor length cloth . Exhibitor to furnish panel. 

The panel may be incorporated into the design.  Underlay may be used to enhance design.   

Class 2.   “Biscayne Bay National Park”, located at the north end of the Florida Keys has four interrelated marine 

ecosystems: mangrove forest, the Bay, the Keys, and coral reefs.  

Creative UNDERWATER Design staged on a natural wood pedestal, 32” high with a natural wood top approx. 24” x 24.  

Top may be covered by designer. 

Class 3.   “Denali National Park” centered around the Mount McKinley, the tallest mountain in North America, Denali 

is serviced by a single road leading to Wonder Lake. McKinley and other peaks of the Alaska Range are covered with 

long glaciers and boreal forest. 

Creative Design staged in front of a freestanding background panel 32” wide x 48” high on one half of 6’ table, 

30”deep with black floor length cloth . Exhibitor to furnish panel. The panel may be incorporated into the design.  

Underlay may be used to enhance design.   

 

SECTION B.                 “WE SALUTE OUR TROOPS” 

The United States Armed Forces are the military forces of the United States. They consist of the Army, Navy, Marine 

Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard. Every day, many thousands devote themselves to protecting freedoms, maintaining 

peace, providing relief and supporting policy around the globe. 

Eligible for the Designer’s Choice Award. 

Designer’s choice of plant materials and components.  Staging background is black 

 

DESIGN CONSULTANT: Phyl Lawson  pjlawson@tampabay.rr.com   727-363-0067 

Class 4.   “Army” As the oldest branch of the U.S. Military, founded in 1775, the Army is one of the most powerful 

fighting forces on earth. Approximately 549,015 full-time Soldiers in todayôs Army defend and serve our nation by land, 

sea and air. 

Creative Design staged on a natural wood pedestal with a 36” x 24” oval top, 32” high. Top covered in black, 

provided by committee. 

Class 5.    “Air Force” The USAF is the aerial warfare service branch of the United States Armed Forces. Initially part of 

the United States Army, the USAF was formed as a separate branch of the military on September 18, 1947 

Creative HANGING Design using a black frame, 24” wide by 40”, staged on a natural wood pedestal 32" from the 

floor with a 32” round top covered in black. 

Class 6.  “Navy” The U.S. Navy was founded under the authority of George Washington in 1775, with the intent to 

intercept British supply ships near Massachusetts. 

Creative Design staged on a natural wood pedestal, 32” high with a natural wood top approx. 24” x 24.  Top may be 

covered by designer.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/59th_Academy_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protected_area
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Park_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_the_Interior
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellowstone_National_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Samoa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Virgin_Islands
mailto:trophy540@runbox.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platoon_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geothermal_areas_of_Yellowstone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Faithful
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biscayne_Bay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Keys
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mangrove
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denali_National_Park_and_Preserve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_McKinley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska_Range
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerial_warfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
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SECTION C.                “SING A PATRIOTIC SONG” 

Eligible for Petite Award. 

Staged on risers placed on pedestals, 32” high, with black tops and black floor length covers.   

Designer’s choice of materials and components.  Staging background is black. 
 

DESIGN CONSULTANT: Gail Carlson   Gailcarlson@aol.com   727-345-4757 

                                                     

Class 7.    “This Land Is Your Land” is one of the United States' most famous folk songs. Its lyrics were written by 

Woody Guthrie in 1940 based on an existing melody, in response to Irving Berlin's "God Bless America", which Guthrie 

considered unrealistic and complacent. 

Creative Stretch Design not to exceed 8” in any direction. 

Class 8.    “God Bless The USA” is an American patriotic song written and recorded by country musician Lee 

Greenwood. Originally released in the spring of 1984, it was played at the 1984 Republican National Convention  

Creative Design not to exceed 5” in any direction. 

Class 9.   “Stars and Stripes Forever” is a patriotic American march widely considered to be the magnum opus of 

composer John Philip Sousa. By act of Congress, it is the National March of the United States of America 

Hanging Design not to exceed 3” in any direction staged within a white star approx. 4” high x 5” wide, hung on a 

black  hanger, 6” high provided by the Show Committee.  

 

 

SECTION D.             “INDEPENDENCE DAY” 

Independence Day, commonly known as the Fourth of July, is a federal holiday in the United States commemorating the 

adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, declaring independence from the Kingdom of Great Britain. 

Eligible for Table Artistry Award 

Designer’s choice of plant materials and components.  Staging background is black 

 

DESIGN CONSULTANT: Shannon Huet   shuet@tampabay.rr.com   727-384-6947 

                                                                                   

Class 10.   “Picnic In The Park” is a tradition for families and friends to take the day off to share food and celebrate the 

birth of our nation.  

Capsule Table staged on one fourth of a brown picnic table, 8’ long, 28” deep and 31” high.  Exhibitor may provide 

table covering not to exceed 24” in width and 28” deep.    

Class 11.   “Fireworks” America's earliest settlers brought their enthusiasm for fireworks to the United States. 

Fireworks were used to celebrate important events.   

Exhibition Table Type II staged on a natural wood pedestal 32" from the floor with a 32” round top covered in black.  

Top provided by committee. 

Class 12.   “A Backyard Barbeque” is a chance to relax after the Independence Day parade and enjoy a cookout before 

the fireworks light the night sky. 

Alfresco Dining staged on one half of a rustic half barrel, 24” high with a 32” round natural wood top that may be 

covered by designers. 

SECTION E.          “OUR PROUD HERITAGE” 

Eligible for The Doris Czerwonka Novice Award 

To be eligible, entrant must not have been previously awarded a blue ribbon in a Standard Flower Show. 

Designer’s choice of plant materials and components.  Staging background is black 

DESIGN CONSULTANT: Jan Stoffels   stoffels@juno.com   727-867-5378 
 

Class 13. “Spirit” That the greatest security of the people, against the encroachments and usurpations of their superiors, is 

to keep the Spirit of Liberty constantly awake, is an undeniable truth. 

Creative Design staged on one half of 6’ table 30”deep. Using a niche 24” wide, 48" high and having 12" wings, 

designer’s choice of color.    Designer may use an underlay.   

mailto:Gailcarlson@aol.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folk_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woody_Guthrie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irving_Berlin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_Bless_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriotic_song
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Song
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Country_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Greenwood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Greenwood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1984_Republican_National_Convention
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriotism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_march
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnum_opus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Philip_Sousa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1776
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Great_Britain
mailto:shuet@tampabay.rr.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
mailto:stoffels@juno.com


8 

 

AWARD OF DESIGN EXCELLENCE 
Handbook page 45-46 

 

AWARD OF DESIGN EXCELLENCE may be offered and awarded to the highest scoring exhibit in the 

entire Design Division entered by a single exhibitor, provided all General and Design Award Requirements 

are met. Winning exhibit may also have won a section Top Exhibitor Award: however, Award of Design 

Excellence is not limited to exhibits having received a section award.  It is also available to exhibits entered 

by single exhibitors in sections not offering a section Top Exhibitor Award, but where blue ribbon winners 

score 95 or above. 

In Sections where Top Exhibitor Awards have been placed, only those winners are eligible for consideration 

from those sections for the Award of Design Excellence. 

 

DESIGN RULES 
Handbook pg.187 

 

1. All General Rules apply. 

2. The National Council Standard System of Awarding will be used.   

3. Registration will be in advance with the Design Consultants prior to Monday, April 16, 2012.  Design Consultants will 

forward Entry Forms to the Design Entries Chairman. 

4. Design Classes are limited to four entries each.  Exhibitors may enter as many classes as desired but only one entry per class is 

permitted. 

5. Design must be the work of one individual, but exhibitor may have another person place the completed design.   

6. IF UNABLE TO PROVIDE AN EXHIBIT ON THE DAY OF THE SHOW, THE EXHIBITOR MUST SECURE A 

SUBSTITUTE, AND ADVISE THE DESIGN ENTRIES CHAIRMAN. 

7. If an entry is to be placed on Friday, the exhibitor must notify the Section Consultant ahead of time. 

8. Design must be approved for conformance by the Section Design Consultant before the exhibitor leaves the show area.  

Exhibitors are expected to maintain their exhibits for the duration of the show. 

9. Plant materials should be correctly listed on a 3 x 5 card; both common and botanical names, if known.  A brief interpretation 

of the design may be included on the card. 

10. The following are not permitted:  artificial plant materials; fresh plant material treated in any manner; landscapes and 

scenes; cut fruits/vegetables or prepared foods; real birds, fish, animals or insects. 

11. Items not prohibited by the schedule are permitted so long as they conform to the requirements of the class entered and Top 

Awards offered.  The Principles of Design must be observed, HB pgs. 41-42, 45-49. 

12. Religious symbols must be displayed with respect and in accordance with local church policy. 

13. The American flag and all other national flags must be displayed in accordance with proper flag etiquette. 

14. Judges are requested to make written comments on all exhibits except those awarded blue ribbons.  All Entry Cards scoring 

90+ must be signed by a NGC accredited judge judging the show. 

15. The committee will endeavor to protect all exhibits but cannot assume responsibility for the loss of or damage to any 

exhibitor’s property. 

16. All staging table covers will be black floor length, unless stated otherwise. 

17. Some plant material must be used in every exhibit. 

 

 
          DESIGN SCALE OF POINTS         DESIGN SCALE OF POINTS FOR TABLES 
           Handbook pg. 303      Handbook pg. 303 

  Conformance (to schedule requirements) . . . . . . . . . 20     Conformance (to schedule requirement) . . . . . . . . . . .20 

 Design (Elements & Principles). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 Design (Elements & Principles) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 

 Artistic Concept (selection and/or organization)  . . . 12 Artistic Concept . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

 Expression (interpretation of class by exhibitor) . . . .10 Expression (interpretations of class by exhibitor)  . . . . 5 

 Distinction (marked superiority)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16            Distinction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
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DDIIVVIISSIIOONN  IIII  ––  HHOORRTTIICCUULLTTUURREE  

 
“AMERICAN THE BEAUTIFUL” 

All exhibits will be placed on tables with red, white or blue table runners and black floor length covers, except 

hanging plants.  Plants might be placed at different heights with various staging and table coverings. 
 

 

SECTION A.                "PURPLE MOUNTAIN MAJESTIES" 

Orchidaceae - Orchids 

Eligible for one Award of Merit

Class 1: Cattleya  

a. Small Flowered – under 4” 

b. Large Flowered – 4” & over    

Class 2: Dendrobium 

 

Class 3: Oncidium 

 

Class 4: Phalaenopsis 

 

Class 5: Vanda 

 

Class 6: Others 

 

SECTION B.                                             “BRIGHT STARS”     

Bromeliaceae – Bromeliads, Blooming or with Colorful Bracts 

Eligible for one Award of Merit. 

Class 7:  Aechmea 

Class 8:  Ananas 

Class 9:  Billbergia 

Class 10:  Cryptanthus 

Class 11:  Dyckia    

Class 12:  Guzmania 

Class 13:  Neoregelia 

Class 14: Tillandsia  

Class 15:  Vriesea 

Class 16: Others 

 

 

SECTION C.      “BROAD STRIPES” 

Bromeliaceae – Bromeliads, Foliage 

Eligible for one Award of Merit. 

Class 17:  Aechmea 

Class 18:  Ananas 

Class 19:  Billbergia 

Class 20:  Cryptanthus 

Class 21:  Dyckia    

Class 22:  Guzmania 

Class 23:  Neoregelia 

Class 24: Tillandsia  

Class 25:  Vriesea 

Class 26: Others 

 

 

SECTION D.      “FREEDOM” 

Container Grown Specimens, Flowering 

Eligible for one Grower’s Choice Award. 

Class 27: Amaryllidaceae 

 a.   Clivia (Kafir Lily) 

 b.   Crinum 

c.   Eucharis grandiflora (Amazon Lily) 

d.   Hippeastrum  (Amaryllis) 

 e.   Others 

Class 28:  Araceae 

 a.   Anthurium 

 b.   Spathiphyllum                c.   Others 
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Class 29:  Begoniaceae (Begonia) Sub-class by variety and/or color 

 a.    Begonia Cane Stemmed 

 b.   Begonia Rhizomatous 

 c.   Begonia Semperflorens 

 d.   Rex  

 e.   Others 

 Class 30: Geraniaceae 

a.   Pelargonium (Geranium) 

  (1) Single   (2) Double   (3) Ivy Type 

b.   Others 

  (1)Single   (2) Double   (3) Ivy Type 

Class 31:  Others 

 

 

SECTION E.      “LIBERTY” 

Container Grown Specimens, Foliage 

 Eligible for one Grower’s Choice Award. 

Class 32:   Agavaceae 

a.   Agave            

b.   Beaucarnea recurvata (Ponytail Palm)      

c.   Cordyline 

d.   Dracaena 

1.  Pleomele     

2.  Warneckii      

3.  Others 

e.  Sansevieria (Snake Plant) 

 f.  Others 

Class 33:   Araceae 

a.   Aglaonema 

b.   Anthurium 

c.   Dieffenbachia 

d.   Epipremnum (Pothos) 

e.   Philodendron 

f.    Scindapsus 

g.   Spathiphyllum (Peace Lily)  

h.   Others 

Class 34:  Araliaceae 

a.   Aralia 

b.   Hedera (Ivy) 

c.   Schefflera 

d.   Others

Class 35:  Begoniaceae 

a.   Cane Stemmed 

b.   Rhizomatous 

c.   Rex 

d.   Others

Class 36:  Filicineae (Ferns) 

a.   Adiantum (Maidenhair) 

b.   Asplenium 

    1.   Nidus (Birds Nest) 

   2.   Viviparum (Mother’s Fern) 

   3.   Others 

c.   Cyrtonium (Holly Fern) 

d.   Davallia (Rabbits foot) 

e.   Nephrolepsis (Boston) 

f.   Platycerium (Staghorn) 

g.   Polypodium 

h.   Pteris 

i.   Others

Class 37:  Lamiaceae 

a.   Solenostemon (Coleus) 

b.   Others 

Class 38:  Liliaceae 

a.   Asparagus 

b.   Aspidistra 

c.   Others 

Class 39:  Marantaceae (Prayer Plant) 

a.   Calathea (Peacock Plant) 

b.   Maranta 

c.   Others 

Class 40:  Piperaceae 

a.   Peperomia 

b.   Others 

Class 41:  Others by Sub-class 
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SECTION F.                  “JUSTICE” 

Cacti and Succulents 

       Eligible for one Award of Merit. 

Class 42:  Asclepiadaceae 
a.   Ceropegia 

b.   Hoya 

c.   Stapelia 

d.   Others 

Class 43:  Cereus 

Class 44:  Crassulaceae 

a.   Aeonium 

b.   Crassula (Jade) 

c.   Echeveria 

d.   Graptopetalum (Ghost Plant) 

e.   Kalanchoe 

f.   Sedum 

g.   Others 

 

Class 45:  Echinocactus 

Class 46:  Epiphyllum (including Schlumbergera) 

Class 47:  Euphorbiaceae 

a.   Codiaeum (Croton) 

b.   Splendens (Crown of Thorns) 

c.   Jatropha 

d.   Others 

Class 48:  Liliaceae 

a.   Aloe 

b.   Haworthia 

c.   Others 

Class 49:  Mammillaria 

Class 50:  Notocactus 

Class 51:  Opuntia 

Class 52:  Pereskia 

Class 53:  Rhipsalis 

Class 54:  Others 

 

SECTION G.     “PEACE” 

Multiple & Unusual Plantings with Common Characteristics 
  Eligible for one Grower’s Choice Award. 

Class 55:  Dish Gardens - Foliage 

Class 56:  Dish Gardens - Cactus 

Class 57:  Terrariums 

Class 58:  Strawberry Pots 

Class 59: Planters of multiple specimens blooming 

Class 60:  Planters of multiple specimens non-blooming 

Class 61: Unusual planters of multiple specimens 

Class 62:  Others 

 

 

SECTION H.     “ALABASTER CITIES” 

Gesneriaceae – African Violets 

Eligible for one Award of Merit. 

Class 63: Columnea 

Class 64: Episcia 

Class 65: Saintpaulia  (Single Crown Only) 

a. Standard 

b. Miniature 

c. Trailer (multiple crowns accepted)

Class 66:  Sinningia 

Class 67: Others      
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SECTION I.               “AMBER WAVES OF GRAIN” 

Arboreal Branches, Cut Specimens of Trees & Shrubs 
Eligible for Arboreal Award 

Exhibit must be at least 10” long but no longer than 30” from tip of specimen to cut end and have several nodes.   

Wedging will be plastic wrap provided by committee.  

Containers will be provided by committee.   

Vines are NOT included.   

Cut Specimens ONLY.   

Class 68: Foliage 

Class 69: Flowering 

Class 70: Fruited 

Class 71: Coned 

Class 72: Others 

 

 

SECTION J.                “THE CONSTITUTION” 

Hanging Plants, Flowering 

Eligible for the Garden Club of St. Petersburg Award 

Hanging staging will be provided.  

 Pre-registration is advised.  Number of entries will be limited. 

"The Constitution" 

Class 73:  Single specimen blooming 

Class 74:  Multiple specimens blooming 

Class 75:  Others 

 

 

SECTION K.                 “THE BILL OF RIGHTS” 

Hanging Plants, Foliage 

Eligible for the President’s Award 

Hanging staging will be provided.  

 Pre-registration is advised.  Number of entries will be limited. 

Class 76:  Single specimen foliage 

Class 77:  Multiple specimen foliage 

Class 78:  Others 

 

 

 

 

HINTS FOR EXHIBITING HORTICULTURE 

 See General Horticulture Rules 

 GROOM YOUR PLANTS.  No roots trailing out of container, 

 no leaves on top of soil or among foliage in container. 

 Plants should be free of dust, insecticide residue, insect damage  

and waning plant parts. 

 Container should be clean and free of salt build-up and other  

removable stains. 

 Decorative containers are allowed but should not be distracting.  

 DO NOT WATER container plants before entering. 

 Entry cards should be legible. 
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HORTICULTURE RULES 

1. All General Rules apply. 

2. Registration should be in advance by Tuesday, April 10, 2012 with Horticulture Entries Chairman;  

 JoAnn Henderson, ahenderson003@tampabay.rr.com or 6281 41
st
 Ave. N. 33709 – Ph. 727-345-8688. 

3. All exhibits must be fresh and grown by the exhibitor. 

4. Horticulture specimens must be of superior quality, labeled with correct names (genus and species), variety 

or cultivar, when possible.   Common names may be added. 

5. Container grown plants must have been in the possession of the exhibitor for at least ninety (90) days 

except for multiple plants, which must have been in the exhibitor’s possession at least six (6) weeks.  Only 

one plant per pot is permitted, except where schedule permits.  Plants that grow naturally with multiple 

stems will be considered one plant. 

6. Exhibitor may make more than one entry per class or sub-class, if each is a different genus, species, variety, 

cultivar, type, form, size, or color. 

7. Entry cards are to be filled out legibly and contain genus, species and/or variety.  Common name may also 

be given.  

8. Native plants may be entered provided such plants have been legally obtained and grown by the exhibitor 

for at least three months. 

9. Classification may subdivide the classes for judging according to cultivars, type or color 

10. Exhibits of inferior quality, or not conforming to the Schedule, will be disqualified by the Classification 

Committee.  The decision of the Classification Committee is final. 

11. Containers for all plants not to exceed 14” in diameter.  Entries over 20 lbs. must be placed by exhibitor. 

12. Number of plants in any class may be limited by available space. 

13. Double potting and staking is allowed. Plants must be of show quality and well groomed.   

14. No oiling, glossing or dressing of foliage is allowed.  

 

 

 

 

AWARD OF HORTICULTURAL EXCELLENCE 
Handbook page 43 

 

AWARD OF HORTICULTURAL EXCELLENCE may be offered and awarded to the highest scoring 

exhibit in the entire Horticulture Division entered by a single exhibitor, provided all General and 

Horticulture Award Requirements have been met.    

Winning exhibit may also have won a section Top Exhibitor Award; however, the Award of Horticultural 

Excellence is not limited to exhibits having received a section award.  It is also available to exhibits entered 

by single exhibitors in sections not offering a section Top Exhibitor Award, but where blue ribbon winners 

score 95 or above.  Exhibit must be correctly named. 

In sections where Top Exhibitor Awards have been placed, only those winners are eligible for 

consideration for the Award of Horticultural Excellence. 

 
 

 

mailto:ahenderson003@tampabay.rr.com
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SCALE OF POINTS FOR HORTICULTURE   
Handbook page 297-302 

 
FLOWERING SPECIMENS or SPECIMENS WITH 

COLORFUL BRACTS. 

 May be cut or container-grown, single specimen or 

collection 

 Plant Identification ......................................................... 5   

 Cultural Perfection ....................................................... 60 

 Condition/Grooming/Staging ...................................... 25                                             

 Distinction ..................................................................... 10 

  Total  Score 100 

          

 

FOLIAGE SPECIMENS.   

May be cut or container-grown, single specimen or 

collection 

 Plant Identification ......................................................... 5   

 Cultural Perfection ....................................................... 60 

 Condition/Grooming/Staging ...................................... 25                                             

 Distinction ..................................................................... 10 

  Total  Score 100 

 

 

COMBINATION PLANTINGS.  

 May be flowering or foliage 

Plant Identification .........................................................5 

Overall Effect ................................................................ 25 

Environmental Suitability ..............................................5 

Cultural Perfection ....................................................... 35 

Condition and Grooming .............................................. 10 

Container ....................................................................... 10 

Distinction ...................................................................... 10 

  Total  Score 100 

 

 

ARBOREALS:FOLIAGE/FLOWERING/FRUITED/

CONED  

Cut specimens only 

Plant Identification .........................................................5 

Cultural Perfection ....................................................... 60 

Condition/Grooming/Staging ....................................... 25 

Distinction ...................................................................... 10 

  Total  Score 10

 

 

 

 

 

 

DDIIVVIISSIIOONN  IIIIII  --  SSPPEECCIIAALL  EEXXHHIIBBIITTSS  
 

“PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE” 
 

 SECTION A.            “Salute to a Great Nation 

Eligible for Artistic Craft Award. 

Designer’s choice of fresh, dried and/or treated dried plant material. 
Classes are limited to four entries each. 

*Some plant material must be used in each entry. 
 

CONSULTANT: Rose Vickers                       rosev2000@aol.com    941-729-1138 

Class 1.    “MEMORIAL DAY”   

Decorated Wreath staged on a door covered in red, 30” wide.  Designer to supply wreath. Hanger provided by 

committee. 

Class 2.   “YUMMY TREATS”  
Design a Cake using some plant material, staged on ¼ of an 8’ table, with a white overlay on a blue floor length cloth 

furnished by committee.  Space allowed is 18” wide.  Designer to supply cake stand.   

 

Class 3.   “FREEDOM IS A GIFT”  

Decorated Box staged on one fourth of a card table 37” square, 29” high with a white overlay on a blue floor length 

cloth furnished by committee.  Box not to exceed 14” width x 14” length.   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rosev2000@aol.com
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SCALE OF POINTS FOR 

ARTISTIC CRAFT EXHIBITS 
Handbook pg. 304 

Conformance to schedule requirements  25 

 Design      30 

   Applying Design Principles to Design Elements. 

   Each Principle worth 5 points  

Craftsmanship and Technique   25 

Distinction     20 

    Total Score               100 

 

EDUCATIONAL SCALE OF POINTS 
Handbook pg. 304 

Educational value    60 

    Interest to viewers   25 

   Clear, concise presentation  15 

   Adequate educational signs, tags 10 

   Conforms to NGC objectives  10 

Staging      20 

   Craftsmanship, technique  10 

   Distinction    10 

Creativity and Expression   20 

                            Total               100 

 

 

 

SECTION B.             EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS 

  “School Days” 

Eligible for an Educational Award which may be awarded to the best exhibit. 

Each exhibit is staged on a 6’ long, 30” wide table.  Table cover is black and extends to the floor, provided by the 

staging committee.  Background to be supplied by exhibitor.  Exhibit must be designed to instruct and cover at least 18 

square feet.  Use of plant material is encouraged. 

 

CONSULTANT: Pat Strawn    Budnpats@aol.com                 727-391-3213                                                                                                 

 Exhibit 1 – “Camp Wekiva” - Young campers enjoy the beauty of Wekiva Springs State Park while learning about 

 nature, conservation and protecting our environment. 

Exhibit 2 – “Save Our Bays” – Action to address the deterioration of water quality for Tampa Bay, Lemon Bay and 

 Sarasota Bay that threatens marine life, wetlands and underwater flora 

Exhibit 3 – “How To Grow Fresh Air” From work done by NASA trying to create a breathable environment for a 

 NASA lunar habitat, it was discovered that house plants are the best filters of common pollutants. 

Exhibit  4 –  “Vermiculture” - Worm composting and its benefits to the soil and your plants. 

 Exhibit 5 – “Invasive Plants” - Plants in the Florida landscape that you should avoid in your yard. 

  

 

SECTION C.                    YOUTH EXHIBIT 

     “Looking Forward” 

 

CONSULTANT: Barbara Kirkconnell                    indigo3@tampabay.rr.com            727-360-2211       

Exhibit 7 - Youth Educational Exhibit – “Harvesting Our Future” staged on a 6’ long, 30” wide table.  Table cover 

is black and extends to the floor, provided by the staging committee.  Background to be supplied by exhibitor.  Exhibit 

must be designed to instruct and cover at least 18 square feet.  Use of plant material is encouraged. 

 

Exhibit 8 - Youth Poster Art Work Exhibit – “Salute To Our Heroes” Posters made on 8”x 10” cardstock exhibited 

on black screen dividers.  The posters will be sent to the “Wounded Warriors” Project for distribution to military 

personnel to honor United State’s veterans. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:indigo3@tampabay.rr.com
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 THE HISTORY OF THE GREEN THUMB FESTIVAL 
 

The Green Thumb Festival was established by the St. Petersburg Parks Department 

as an Arbor Day Celebration 1986. The concept was introduced by then Parks 

Director Litdell “Dell” Holmes in response to meeting the requirements for the 

prestigious Tree City USA Award.  

The Tree City USA Award is presented annually by the National Arbor Day Foundation, the United 

States Department of Agriculture Forest Service and the National Association of State Foresters for 

recognizing urban and community forestry programs. St. Petersburg has been a recipient of the Tree 

City USA award every year since 1986. 

The first Green Thumb Festival was held in scenic Boyd Hill Nature Preserve on April 11, 1986.  

With strong support from the Florida Nurserymen and Growers Association, the festival was a big 

success for a new event. Approximately 30 vendors participated along with 12 environmental 

groups. Entertainment was provided by several local blue grass bands and refreshments were sold. 

In an effort to schedule special events in other sections of St. Petersburg, besides the popular 

waterfront parks or Boyd Hill, the second annual Green Thumb Festival was held at Walter Fuller 

Park in the northwest section of the city. Near a beautiful stand of pine trees, the festival spread its 

banners, horticultural booths and educational exhibits. Attendance continued to increase. 

The excitement surrounding the 20th anniversary of Earth Day in 1990 helped to increase interest in 

the Green Thumb Festival. Many new environmental groups and organizations joined the festival 

for the first time. The festival moved back to Boyd Hill Nature Preserve for one last year. Since 

1991, the festival has remained at Walter Fuller Park where it has continued to grow in both 

participation and attendance over the years.  

Now celebrating its 26
th

 year, the Festival features more than 200 educational and environmental 

exhibits and vendors. Attendance is estimated at 30,000 to 35,000 over the two-day event. The 

Garden Club of St. Petersburg has its annual Flower Show at the festival and is a co-sponsor. Each 

year, one adult and one child are nominated and selected for the prestigious Green Thumb Award, 

given in recognition of superior volunteer service to the environmental community. 

To promote tree planting and beautification, free pine seedlings and more than 1,000 free plants are 

given away each year.  From soil testing and tool sharpening to specialty plants, palms and bird 

feeders, there is something for every gardening enthusiast at the festival. And, with Grow and Share 

Programs, a Children’s Plant Fair, Plant Auction, food and entertainment, and children’s crafts, the 

Green Thumb Festival is a well rounded event suitable for the whole family.  

Major contributors to the Green Thumb Festival include the City of St. Petersburg; The Garden 

Club of St. Petersburg; Pinellas County Extension Service; Florida Nursery, Growers and 

Landscape Association; and the Pinellas Technical Education Centers. 

We hope you enjoy this festival that promotes respect for nature and our environment as well as an 

opportunity to learn more about the care and cultivation of plants and flowers in Florida. 
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